Dr. WHITFIELD said that whatever diagnosis was arrived at in these two cases, the size of the network in the two patients was about the same as that which was usually termed pigmentation ab igne. If so, it was difficult to understand on what grounds the two authors mentioned (Perutz and Kaiser) stated that pigmentation ab igne was capillary, whereas the other form affected vessels with muscular coats. If that were so the networks would be of different sizes, which was not the case.
Case of Generalized Lichen Nitidus. By H. W. BARBER, M.B. MIss E. P. First consulted me June 20, 1924, with the history that her eruption had begun over a year previously in the foot. When I first saw her she had a more or less generalized eczematous-looking eruption involving the wrists and forearms, the antecubital and popliteal spaces, the presternal region and submammary folds, the sacral region, thighs and legs. On the palms there were what appeared to be eczematous patches with deep vesicles showing through the horny layer. Some of the nails were rough and fissured. There was universal scaliness of the scalp. I was puzzled as to the nature of the eruption, but thought it was an atypical eezema.
In November, 1924, I saw her again and was struck by the resemblance of the lesions on the wrists and forearms to lichen nitidus. She was admitted to the private ward of Guy's Hospital for investigation.
Biopsy History.-Formerly used to suffer from severe attacks of sore throat until the tonsils were removed in 1912. Had severe oral sepsis, for which some teeth were removed in 1923.
In 1914 she had three patches of alopecia areata. In 1916, after a severe shock which affected her profoundly, the pigmentation appeared, and she was under Dr. Arthur Hall, of Sheffield, who diagnosed Addison's disease.
First seen by me, at Dr. Debenham's request, November 14, 1924 . Extensive vitiligo involving scalp, face, neck, back and chest, arms and legs. On the hands there were typical patches of lupus erythematosus, which have since disappeared.
Dr. E. PARKES WEBER remarked that certain French writers had claimed vitiligo as being frequently of syphilitic origin. That had not been confirmed by the examination of cases in London. Syphilis, however, produced, not very rarely, a disorder in the vegetative nervous system, a disorder which occasionally manifested itself by the appearance of either vitiligo or alopecia, or both. This, he believed, was the only point of connexion between vitiligo and syphilis.
